DAMIENS AND THE DOWNFALL OF D'ARGENSON
closeted in her room with her while du Hausset hovered
anxiously outside the door. She heard sobs, the abbe came
out and asked her for the gouttes d'Hoffmann. The King him-
self prepared the potion with sugar and presented it with
charming grace to 'la belle eploree'. Soon she smiled at him
faintly, then she kissed his hands.

The next day d'Argenson received a lettre de cachet exiling
him to his estates at des Ormes. Pompadour's resentment
was implacable. Though she had feared very much for her
own bad eyesight, she would never allow d'Argenson to come
to Paris where he could find treatment for the blindness which
threatened him. Renault tells us he only came to Paris after
her death, just in time to die there himself.